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Introduction
Martha Albertson Fineman is Robert W. Woodruff Professor of Law and founder
and Director of the Feminism and Legal Theory Project (FLT Project). I feel very
fortunate and privileged to be able to work with Martha and the FLT Project and I’m glad
we’re getting a chance to celebrate and honor Martha and the Project as part of the first
Emory Women’s Symposium. As I’m sure many of you know, Professor Fineman is a
phenomenal scholar, teacher, activist and mentor who continues to make tremendous
contributions to feminism, legal theory, the legal academy and the profession of law. The
Feminism and Legal Theory Project, as explained by Martha, embodies feminism as “not
anchored in any one discipline – it presents a theory of gender and challenges the
assertions and assumptions of gender-neutrality and objectivity in received disciplinary
knowledge.”1 The impact made by the FLT Project is such that, as recently stated by
another legal scholar, it is a “feminist institution” that has “shaped the development of
contemporary legal theory.”2 Thankfully, Martha and the FLT Project have been part of
the Emory community since 2004.
In 1984 Martha recognized the need for feminist legal scholars to be able to
present a more coherent presence in order to refute grand legal theory’s claims to
objectivity, neutrality and rationality by revealing its saturation with white male
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perspective.3 So, with an initial budget of $2,500, Martha founded the FLT Project at the
University of Wisconsin Law School.4 And for the next six years the Project hosted an
annual summer conference to “provide a forum for interdisciplinary feminist scholarship
addressing important issues in law and society.”5 Subsequently, the FLT Project relocated
with Martha to Columbia Law School in 1990, then to Cornell Law School in 1999,
where Martha held the first endowed Chair in the U.S. in Feminist Jurisprudence, and
finally arrived at Emory University School of Law in 2004 where the Project will have a
permanent home. With every move Martha was able to expand the scope of the Project –
increasing the number and variety of annual workshops and presentations, and adding
new programs.
Currently, the work of the FLT Project includes hosting four to five scholarly
workshops per year with a core commitment “to foster interdisciplinary examinations of
specific law and policy topics of particular interest to women.”6 But importantly, FLT
Project inquiries do not address gender exclusively – Project scholarship is acutely
concerned with equality issues related to the intersections of race, gender, class, sexuality
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and ability. In addition, 2007 marks the fourth year of the wonderfully successful and
popular FLT Project Visiting Scholars Program.7

Feminist Legal Theory – The Integration of Theory and Practice
Feminist legal theory has been well-described as “a collective project grounded in
the foundational principle that women’s perspectives are systematically excluded from
law and legal institutions.”8 Throughout the past twenty-three years the Feminism and
Legal Theory Project has both driven and been driven by broad developments in feminist
legal thought – the inspiration has always been mutual. Currently, practitioners of
feminist legal theory focus on the gendered reality of women’s lives to expose bias in
existing and proposed law.9 The ultimate goal of feminist legal theory is to improve all
women’s lives by forcing law to take women’s lived experiences into account.
Scholars engaged with feminist legal theory have demonstrated the effectiveness
of being concerned with both the development of theory and its practical application in
law so that it profoundly impacts received legal theory, institutional wisdom, and the
structure of law. The result is that feminist legal theory has changed the way the legal
profession views many issues of central importance to women. For example, the
profession no longer views violence against women as a private, “family matter;”10
lawmakers view reproductive freedom as encompassing both affirmative and negative
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rights;11 sexual assault within marriage is now considered rape;12 and sexual harassment,
including of the hostile work environment variety, is now prohibited by law.13 Feminist
legal theory has also been instrumental in law reform concerning the division of property
at divorce,14 and even the family itself was nudged toward the public sphere with passage
of the Pregnancy Discrimination Act (PDA) of 1978 and the Family Medical Leave Act
(FMLA) of 1993.15
The FLT Project has been engaged in critique throughout every major shift in
feminist legal thought16 – theoretical developments beginning with the shift in the 1980s
from a focus on formal equality as the primary strategy employed to remedy historic
discrimination against women to a strategy of substantive equality which is concerned
with a law’s result or effect and the need to correct social and legal inequities that
continue to disadvantage women. In other words, substantive equality demands that law
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take account of socially and culturally constructed differences to avoid gendered
outcomes that disadvantage women.17
Contemporary feminist legal thought, lead by Martha Fineman, is particularly
concerned with challenging the notion that privatization is the “solution to complicated
social problems reflecting persistent inequality and poverty,”18 as well as being
committed to addressing issues of systemic inequality associated with globalization. This
intellectual work includes analyzing the differential impact of law on women who are
differently situated, for example, attending to ways in which relatively affluent women
can unintentionally contribute to the oppression of relatively poor women.19
Feminist legal theory has also helped to transform the legal academy, an
institution historically dominated by men – not that we don’t still have quite a lot of work
to do in this respect, but major gains have been realized.20 For example, in 1973 (the year
Roe v. Wade was decided) only 16% of law students were women, however, by 2004
women comprised 48% of all law students.21 And even though in 2004 only 18% of law
school Deans were women this is double the figure from 1991.22
Furthermore, there are currently a number of law reviews dedicated to publishing
scholarship concerning women’s and gender issues, and the FLT Project regularly
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publishes edited collections from selected workshops. Of course publication of feminist
legal scholarship has been integral to its gradual acceptance by the legal academy.
Specifically, ground was broken on this front in 1991 when “papers from the early
sessions of the FLT workshops became a part of the very first feminist legal theory
anthology, At the Boundaries of Law: Feminism and Legal Theory.”23

The Feminism and Legal Theory Project – Developing Theory and
Creating Community
As noted by Ann Shalleck, because of twenty-three years of FLT Project
scholarship, “feminism is now an essential component of any theoretical project” in law –
“critical inquiry includes examining the significance of gender and attending to the
positions and actions of women.”24 The FLT Project provides a supportive intellectual
and social network for feminist scholars engaged in the development of legal theory. In
addition to being a brilliant theorist, Martha Fineman has an incredible talent for creating
vibrant, diverse and inclusive communities of scholars who produce very exciting and
interdisciplinary work. Not only do the Project workshops create consistent opportunities
for collaboration among scholars from around the world, but each year numerous
individual “visitors and speakers bring a wealth of new ideas and energy to Emory.”25
The Feminism and Legal Theory Project is an institution that builds community
on many levels. The Project has always been inclusive as all workshops are open to
aspiring and junior colleagues, as well as to those who are already at the forefront of
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feminist thought in their discipline.26 Furthermore, every detail of each workshop is
carefully planned to foster a sense of shared community among participants. For
example, after the first session, which is purposely always the most theoretical, workshop
participants share a delicious and elegant dinner while continuing discussions and
becoming further acquainted with one another, and in between sessions the following day
everyone will enjoy a similar lunch together.
Moreover, each panel is organized to stimulate new and often controversial
ideas,27 and it is customary for all participants to attend the entire day-and-a-half
workshop rather than leave as soon as they’ve presented their own paper. Many scholars
from across the country attend multiple FLT Project workshops a year which allows them
to collaborate on a somewhat regular basis. In this inclusive and supportive context,
scholars feel they have the resources to tackle even the most challenging topics and
intransigent issues.
Martha Fineman is also a very powerful mentor. From my perspective, one of
Martha’s most important roles, which she has recently expanded, is that of nurturing the
careers of feminist scholars just starting out. One way in which the FLT Project helps
feminist scholars to advance their careers is through participation in the Visiting Scholars
Program which Martha began at Emory. Visiting scholars, who are in residence anywhere
from only a couple of weeks to an entire year, are provided with office space in the Law
Library and possibly receive financial assistance as well. They also meet with Emory
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faculty, students, and librarians and enjoy access to all research resources available
through Emory University Libraries. The FLT Project has sponsored over 40 visiting
scholars at Emory since 2004.28
Additional ways the FLT Project assists beginning feminist scholars are by simply
providing multiple opportunities a year to present papers at academic conferences, as
well as the important opportunity for publication in one of the anthologies which are
periodically collected from work presented at FLT Project workshops. Publication
translates into recognition at the participant’s home institution, as well as in the academy
generally, and can also provide increased confidence as a legitimate creator of feminist
theory.29
Thankfully, year after year without fail, Martha continues to lead feminist legal
scholars in groundbreaking analytic work, crafting and sending out calls for papers that
colleagues find timely and compelling. Martha is also constantly identifying fruitful
partnerships between the FLT Project and various departments and initiatives across
campus, as well as at other universities in both the U.S. and U.K. Finally, as difficult as
I’d imagine this might sometimes be, Martha is always mindful to let the FLT Project
develop in whatever directions around which community consensus builds.
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The Feminism and Legal Theory Project Archives at Emory
The FLT Project Archive at Emory is a tremendous resource for feminist
research30 – it is an evolving record of the feminist thought and critique that twenty-three
years of the Project has brought to the profession of law and to the next generation of
legal professionals.31 It is also an archive of analysis of women’s subordination in law,
for the purpose of law reform toward a more gender-equal society. The archives exist to
organize and preserve unfiltered records of the collaborative development of decades of
feminist legal theory so that future generations of feminist scholars will have access to
these materials that are relevant to their work and to women’s lives.
Preserved in the archives are materials from over fifty-three different FLT Project
workshops and conferences, as well as numerous other events, and excitingly, several
workshop topics have been revisited multiple times spanning decades. The majority of
the archived workshop papers are drafts, many of which were later revised and published
in law reviews or anthologies.32 In addition to the scholarship in print, the archives
include many audio CDs of the presentations at earlier workshops and DVDs of the
presentations at most workshops from 1992 to the present. Contents of the FLT Project
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Archive can be browsed on the Project’s website,33 however, to access the materials in
the archive it is currently necessary to come into the Law Library.34
I hope knowing more about Martha Fineman’s work with the Feminism and Legal
Theory Project will inspire even more members of the Emory community to join in
working for the feminist transformation of society that the FLT Project helps to advance.
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